CHAPTER II.

THE ARMIES AKD THE LEADERS.

O) THE FEBNCH ABMY.

IT has already been said that the army which Napoleon led
against Austria in the autumn of 1805 was the finest
he ever commanded.  From that year commenced its decline,
slow at first, more rapid as the youth of the country was
* (exhausted by his overdrafts.   It was in 1805 that he first
jjdrew upon the resources of the future, by calling out, before
fjtheir time, the conscripts of 1806.   They, however, formed
no part of the army which fought at Him and at Austerlitz.
As in 1805, so in 1806, Napoleon overdrew his account by
calling out, nearly a year before their time, the conscripts of
1807.   At this period the conscription was expected to yield
annually about 80,000 recruits.   There would thus be in the
French army, when the advance against the Russian armies
commenced, 80,000 recruits called out and trained a year
before their proper time of service, and shortly afterwards,
80,000 more also anticipated by nearly a year, and only
commencing their training.*

Even the recruits of the conscription of 1806 were not,
apparently, provided with uniforms by the 22nd November;
Napoleon on that date had to urge the completion of their
equipment, as well as that of the conscripts of 1807,f He

* Napoleon called for the conscripts of 1807, in January of that year, instead
of September*   Corr. 11,282, dated 21st Nov#nber, to Seuate.
t Gorr, 11,291,
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